Generally, to clean biliary metallic stents occluded by debris or food impaction, a balloon endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography (ERCP) catheter has been widely used. Recently, a novel basket catheter has become available for removal of biliary or pancreatic stones (Reforma; Piolax Medical Devices Inc., Kanagawa, Japan) (• " Fig. 1) [1]. This device may have clinical relevance not just for stone removal, but also for cleaning of biliary metallic stents. If ERCP fails to resolve an obstructed biliary metallic stent, endoscopic ultrasound-guided hepaticogastrostomy (EUS-HGS) is indicated [2] . If an EUS-HGS metallic stent is occluded by sludge, it is possible that the stent will migrate during pulling of the balloon catheter because of adhesion between the stent and the catheter. The novel basket catheter presented here is flexible and adjustable, so that if adhesion occurs between the stent and the catheter, the stent may still be safely cleaned.
We describe this safer method for cleaning an EUS-HGS metallic stent occluded by sludge using this novel basket catheter. The patient was a 76-year-old man who underwent EUS-HGS [3] because of obstructive jaundice caused by unresectable bile duct carcinoma and surgically altered anatomy. Nine months after the EUS-HGS he was admitted to our hospital, again because of obstructive jaundice. Endoscopic examination showed sludge in the EUS-HGS metallic stent (• " Fig. 2) , so we decided to clean the stent. To do this, we first inserted an ERCP catheter (MTW Endoskopie, Wesel, Germany) into the stent and advanced a 0.025-inch guidewire (Revowave; Piolax) into the intestine, and injected contrast medium into the biliary tree. Next, we inserted a Reforma basket catheter into the metallic stent and pulled it into the stomach (• " Fig. 3, • " Fig. 4 ).
Once this procedure had been performed several times, the occluded stent was clear (• " Video 1). Fig. 3 We successfully cleaned the occluded EUS-HGS stent using a novel basket catheter (arrow). Although additional cases will be required for validation, our method may have clinical relevance for cases of occluded biliary metallic stent such as the one presented here.
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Video 1
We advanced the endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography catheter into the endoscopic ultrasound-guided hepaticogastrostomy stent, and injected contrast medium into the biliary tree. Next, we inserted the novel basket catheter and pulled it into the stomach. After we had performed this procedure several times, the occluded stent was clear.
